Morphologic and biochemical characterization of Crithidia brasiliensis sp. n.
A trypanosomatid with a choanomastigote stage and, therefore, belonging to the genus Crithidia, was isolated in culture from the alimentary tract of the hemipteran genus Zelus. The trypanosomatid was able to grow at 37 C, a characteristic reported to date from only 2 other members of Crithidia, C hutneri and C. luciliae thermophila. Subsequently, the flagellate was cloned for biochemical studies which involved cleaving of kDNA by restriction endonucleases and analyses of the isoenzyme and histone patterns. In all the attributes revealed by the foregoing methods, the organism from Zelus differed from the latter 2 congeneric species. On these and morphologic grounds, this organism appears to belong in a new species for which the name Crithidia brasiliensis sp. n. is proposed.